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THE JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY SCHOOL 
OPEN HOUSE, SUNDAY, MAY 1, 1960. 


2:00 to 5:00 P. M. 


THANK YOU! 


The Board of School Trustees, the Superintendent, and the faculty of the James Whitcomb 
Riley School wish to express their thanks and appreciation to the many fine citizens of 
Terre Haute who have helped in so many ways to make this building possible. This 
recognition is given the many individuals who served through the work of the Parent-Teach- 
er Association, the Citizens Planning Committee, the Naming of the School Committee 
and the City Schools Teaching and Custodial Staff Committees. 


Since it would be impossible to list each person who had some part in making this build- 
ing a reality, the help and inspiration of each are gratefully acknowledged. 


Pupils and teachers appreciate the modern conveniences of the new rooms. Cloak racks, cork 
boards, display cases. drinking fountains, and wash basins as well as ample cabinet space 
within the room, modern lighting, and movable furniture make the room most complete as 
an educational workshop. 
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THE JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY SCHOOL STAFF 
1959-1960 SCHOOL ENROLLMENT—342 PUPILS 
Mr. Robert Mardis, Principal 


Mrs. Lucille Petry, Kindergarten Mrs. Leona Sterling, 4 and 3 
Miss Hilda Alexander, First Grade Mrs. Elsa Jones, 5B and 4 
Mrs. Linda Smith, First Grade Mrs. Wygonda Foltz, 5A 


Mrs. Velora Reynolds, Second Grade Mrs. Helen Richey, 6B and 5A 
Mrs. Ethel Heady, 3 and 2 Mr. Jerome Tennis, 6A 
Mrs. Inez Skelley, Special Education 


TEACHERS OF SPECIAL SUBJECTS—ROTATING SCHEDULES 


Mrs. Mabel Hargis, Art Miss Josephine Evans, Speech & Hearing 
Mrs. Abigail DeLoach, School Nurse Mrs. Marjorie Cowherd, Physical Education 
Miss Rosemary Shavloske, Music Miss Dorothy Duddleston, Phys. Education 


Mr. Stanford Gilley, Music Mrs. Dorothy Uselton, Physical Education 


NON-TEACHING EMPLOYEES 


Mr. Walter McCabe, Head Janitor Mr. Forest Moyer, Class I Sweeper 
Mrs. Mildred Stiffler, Class II Sweeper 


OUTSTANDING FEATURES OF THE REMODELED BUILDING 


The floor plans on the opposite page picture the school after alterations. The original 
| building was a sound brick structure with reinforced concrete floors. Very little change 
was required in the original structural walls, the interior alterations needed were light, 
non weight-bearing walls to enclose the new rooms provided. The east kindergarten room, 
the stage. the kitchen, storeroom, and northeast entrance are entirely new construction one 
story high. The ground floor and first floor classrooms are self contained, the toilet rooms 


JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY SCHOOL FLOOR PLANS 


| 
| Г z E LA T T $ and wardrobes occupy the space formerly used for coat rooms. 
| ] 5 | g gs: > è B E i New facilities not included. in the original school are the locker and shower rooms to serve 
| і Е | É = р 3 3 d | the multipurpose room, the stage, the kitchen and storeroom, the addition to the kindergar- 
| a | х Š ten room, the office suite, the teachers’ lounge, the nurse’s office and the special education 
| E 6 = íz room. There is an automatic signal system with a synchronized clock in each room and 
E : UM B 1} i: automatic day-night control of the heating system. Public address equipment provides 
i mn J jl р) ^ 5 communication facilities to and from classrooms. An antenna and TV outlets in the class 
Е : ny = 3 = | rooms and multipurpose room provide for the use of educational television. 
EU mnl © ESI 53 
| | «¢ .3 уз & 7 = 5 Also, the electrical wiring and lighting fixtures, the plumbing fixtures, and all of the 
| Е АІ и Eii: | eta classroom heating units are new. Modern floor covering has been laid in the classrooms, 
NIA PEE. UL | bs e The multipurpose room, and on the stairways. All walls have been redecorated and exterior 
| - | wood and metal surfaces have been repainted. A new roof covering and downspouts have 
been installed. 
| | In addition to the facilities within the building, the grounds have been enlarged from .93 
acres to 4.13 acres, providing a black-top play area for tennis and basketball practice, a 
a: grassed area for softball, and a black top parking area adjacent to the building. As a 
| safety measure, the play area has been fenced. 
z | The completed building provides facilities comparable to those found in new contemporary 
| P 35 buildings, and a certain compactness which is very functional. 
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New type furniture may be grouped for committee work or laboratory type work as you see 
demonstrated here. At the same time, other students continue with their assignments. 


The Board of School Trustees and Staff Members 


Seated left to right: Mr. Pike, Miss Femyer, Mrs. Clark, Dr. Humphrey, Mr. | 
Gabbert, Mrs. Goodman, Mr. Miller, Мг. Harrison, Mr. Patrick, Mr. McCullough. 
Back row: Mr. Darrow, Mr. Maehling, and Mr. Cottom. 


PLANS AND POLICIES | 


Board of School Trustees Administrative Staff 
Mrs. Florence S. Goodman, President Mr. Max Gabbert, Superintendent 
Mr. M. O. Miller, Secretary Miss Alice Femyer 
Dr. Paul Е. Humphrey, Treasurer Mr. Earl Pike 
Mrs. Dorothy Clark Mr. Harry L. McCullough 
Mr. Harold Harrison Mr. Kenneth Cottom 
Mr. N D 
Mr. Thomas M. Patrick, du 07 
School Attorney Mr. J. J. Maehling 
Architect Electrical 


Juliet Peddle Ernie’s Electric Company 


General Construction Plumbing, Heating, and Ventilating 


Roehm Brothers, Inc. Christman Company 


FACTS AND FIGURES 


Financing the building 


This building was completely paid for at the time of the official acceptance of the build- 
ing by the Board of School Trustees. Payment was made from funds on hand derived from 


the Cumulative Building Fund. 


The total class area of the building is 26,178 square feet. 
The total cost per square foot was $10.73. 

Regular classrooms—10 

Special rooms and library—4 

Kindergarten—2 rooms for morning and afternoon sessions. 


Officers of the James Whitcomb Riley Parent-Teacher Association are: Mrs. Kelsey Mc- 
Daniel. President: Mr. James Woodward, Vice President: Mr. Robert Mardis, Second 
Vice President; Mrs. Charles Burrows, Secretary; and Mr. Truman Sims, Treasurer. 


The James Whitcomb Riley P.T.A. began meeting in their new surroundings ipn as 
soon as the building was occupied. One of the first meetings pictured above was | Know 
the Man for Whom Your School Was Named.” This meeting featured Dr. George DUE Pur- 
due University, well-known authority on the life and works of James Whitcomb Riley. 


The kindergarten rooms are designed to furnish both teacher and pupils with adequate 
space and equipment in which to develop individual and group experiences. Here we see 
kindergarten children participating in a free play period in which they choose activities 
according to their interest. 


SCHOOL DISTRICT 


1. South Boundary - North side of Spruce Street from Eleventh Street to Thirteenth Street, 
thence along the north side of Pennsylvania Railroad to Twenty-first Street. 


2. North Boundary - The south side of Fourth Avenue from the right-of-way of the Chi- 
cago and Eastern Railroad to Twenty-first Street. 


8. East Boundary - Beginning at the corner of Fourth Avenue and Twenty-first Street, 
thence south to the right-of-way of the Pennsylvania Railroad. 


4. West Boundary - Beginning at the corner of Eleventh and Spruce Street, thence north 
on the east side of Eleventh Street to the right-of-way of the Chicago and Eastern 
Illinois Railroad, thence northerly to the corner of Fourth Avenue and Twelfth Street. 


5. The area between Twentieth and Twenty-second Street on the north side of Locust 
Street, First Avenue, Second Avenue, Third Avenue, and the south side of Fourth Ave- 
nue is designated as an optional area for the Warren and Riley Schools. 


History of Albert Lange Paralleled' ™ 
he tr . That‘of Early Vigo Coun 


ig. А P E dá DITE 
CHC By A. В. Markle, 0^ 
MERERI LANGE, whóse- name is 

given to one of our city schools, 
was born in Germany in 1801 and 
came to Terre Haute while still 
а young man. He held various 
public offices here for both the 
city and Vigo county, but ene of 
his most interesting positions was 
that of overseer of the poor. This, 
«office was associated with, that of 
the township trustee, ап · elected 
officer who filled the position ex- 
officio, ^^ " Ms IR V 
* То’ the overseer of 'the poor 
camé all the small, sometimes very 
messy, affairs that nobody else 
wanted. The care of the widows 
and orphans, the destitute, {ће In- 
sane, and sometimes the criminals 
themselves were under his scru- 
tiny and care. He served all and 
sundry, kept the,books of his, of- 
fice, as well аз’ performing his 
other duties with meticulous: care. 

› Some Minor ‘Accounts: .~ 
A gruesome tragedy in“ the 
A northern part of the county was 
the murder of George Brock by 
Д Samuel Dias and in Albert Lange's į 
| accounts ate several references to 
Д this case. Apprehended and held 
Ч in the jail for trial, he was con- 
victed and sentenced to be hung 
and Lange paid the bill of the 
sheriff of Vigo county itemized as 
follows: "To boarding Samuel Dias 
from June 6 to July 5, 1844, 30 
days, $9.37%5. Discharging same, 
3712c. Total, $9.75." Ld 

The bil] does not show it but the 
discharge was at the end of a горе | 
,on a scaffold büilt on Strawberry 
Hill.” Hundreds of'men, women 
and children came from smiles 
around to.spend the day. г Мапу 
arrived early and'ate meals they 
had brought, with them, “and it is 
possible that"the good ladies of 
mone or more of our churches 
helped fill their treasury with the 
proceeds of their sales of “vittles.” 

Some of the bills paid by Lange | 

in his capacity as overseers ofthe 
poor аге ав follows: Ee 

To Johf Burton, 1844, July 5. 
To hearse. and: horsé and digging 
grave’ for Dias and burying him, 
| 11 miles, $5.00; 1844, July 23, to 
| 1 day horse cart, 2 men of court- 
house, $1.50; Aug. 3, to mowing 
| courthouse yard of brush, $1.50; 
d Aug. 10, to cleaning' out court- 
house yard, raking up, $1.50.  ' 

I hereby certify the ahove bill 
to be correct as to the first item. 
= September. 2, 1944,, William Ray, 
Sheriff. М" ‘ 
| “I certify that 'the three last 

charges are right charges, little 
large. September 3, 1844, C. T, 
Noble. A UPS 


7 1844, June 20, to digging grave, 
И horse;:taking corpse for J. Dean, 
| $2.25; June'30, to digging grave, 
М horse, taking corpse for Patrick 
M Sullivan, $2.25; July 6, to hauling 
9 Mrs, Fletcher's -plunder from 8- 
W mile house, $1.75; Aug. 17, digging 
2 e, to take the ‘corpse of 
Tho 2.25; Aug. 17, 


Sunday, January ;14,.1951.°% , 


A 


to digging grave, horse to.: take 
corpse of Eliza: Dodd, $2.25; Aug. 
22, to. 2-horse "wagon and driver, 
to remove Elizabeth Dadd to Bain- 
bridge ^in Putnam? county, 13, days 
at $2.50, $3.50 ^.^ EY 

Ч hereby certify the^ above bill 
ito be gorrect. September 8, 1844 
A о руте оа wee 
а Haute, 1844:" $^ i TT Vu 
‘June 20, to ‘making +опё coffin 
for'John Dean, $5.00; June 29; to 
"one: coffin) fors Patrick (Sullivan, 
165.00; July 9, to making coffin for 
James Twilley, $5.00; Au 317, to 
making ieotfin for: child, + Dean, | 


Party 


Aue 2 M Lou Nu 


«es d y fet “3 
The County of Vigo to 22 Gapen, 
Samuel: Dias’: 


. , to making 
eéffin, $5.00. то, 
I certify that the foregoing bill 
for a coffin for Samuel Dias 13| 
correct. September 2, 1844. Wil-~ 
liam Ray, sheriff; by M. М. Hick- 
çox, deputy. у Э 
A final note is sounded іп the 
case of Samuel Dias by a bill of 
Orren Dowdy, the trustee of Fay-, 
etfe township: Boarding Susannah‘ 
Dias and child with medical aid, 
| 21 days at.50c per day, $10.50. . 


The County of Vigo to John: 
Davis: 1845, June 21 to June 23, 
taking care of and nursing one 
afflicted with smallpox: whereof 
he ‘died,, $7.00; digging grave- in; 
the night, burying and burning all/, 
things by which ; infection might 
be spread, $3.00. `“ } wt 

I hereby certify this bill to be 
correct. June 23, . 1845. ^Albert E 
Lange, overseer. DUM BA o 


That the overseer had been fully 
occupied during the. same period ` 
is shown by the final itemized bill: 

The County of Vigo: to. Albert. 


Lange: T 
1845, June 21, 22, 23 and July 
18, to services rendered in the casa 
of Lemuel Hill who was afflicted. 
with and died of smallpox, $10.00. , 
With regard to this charge it is 
proper for me to state, that every \ 
minute of my time from Saturday 
ight, June 21, to Monday morn-. 
he June 23, including two whole 
nights was exclusively occupled » 
and. consumed in the discharge of! 
the arduous duties and responsi-. 
bilities, which“devolved on me as; 
overseer of. the poor." My anxiety: 
of mind, to scrupulously and min-^ 
utely adopt such measures" ав ё 
would remove-81l danger of соп- 
tagion and to free the minds of) 
our people from the fear there- ' 
of, to administer at the same time @ 
to the wants of the sick man, to^ 
push. and accelerate his“ burial, : 
when dead, and to bury, consume ў 
by fire and ‘purify everything, # 
which had been in contact with or) 
in the atmosphere of the sick man, 
wil be but, poorly compensated 
the.above charge of $10.00. 


^ The following cash: expenses. 
iwere also.incurred.by me in the 
E e case, to wit: t 

Matches, 6c;  castile soap, 6с; 
dried beef, 37c; broom, 10c; butter 
and plate, 25c; bread, 12%4c;' to 
John Davis to enable him to absent 
himself from town, $1.55; 1 shirt, 
$1.00; 2 pair of pantaloons, $2.50; 
E ak Sullivan, $1.00. 'Total, 

July 3, overseers services in the 
case of D Holmes, $1.00; Aug. 15, 
Overséers services in the case of 
Eliza, colored girl; $1.00.-—$19.01. i 


It may be seen from the above 
accounts that the overseer of the 
poor was of necessity a man of 
many talents. It was in this capac- 
ity that Albert Lange gave, per. 
haps, his most valuable contribu- 
tion to the growth of the city and 
county. NEUE м 
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TERRE HALTS, АЛАНА 


| Hear the Tread of Pioneers 


By John G. Biel 


The policy of the United States 
government in paying its diplomats | 
such low salaries they cannot exist 
in a foreign post without con- 
siderable private income is nothing 
new. With the social obligations at- 
tendant to a diplomatic post, it is 
almost impossible to live on an 
ambassadorial salary in any of the 
major capitals of the world. It was 

‘estimated—some ten years ago— 

‘that it cost an ambassador in an 

‘important post some $75,000 to 
$100,000 a year only for entertain- 
ing in a manner befitting his sta- 

tion and the prestige of the United 
States. The highest salary paid to 
an ambassador, then, was only 
$25,000. | 

Back т 1850—106 years ago—Al- 
bert Lange, 


sometimes, he was merely entitled 
to fees collected. Lange saw very | 
early that he could not exist on his | 
income. He wrote Col. Richard: 
Thompson on Jan. 7, 1850—just а! 
few days over one month after he i 
took charge at Amsterdam: “... 
I am safely installed in the office 
of U. S. consul and greatly enjoy 
the distinguished honor of being 
the representative of our country | 
at this great and wealthy mart ot | 
exchanges, assignments, bills and 
bonds. But there is one thing I 
do not half enjoy and that is, that | ! 
I am doomed to starve there if I 
remain any length of time. . 
+ + + 
“WHEN I BECAME indebted to| 


of Terre Наще, you for the appointment, I was of 


| resigned as Counsul to Amsterdam | the same opinion with almost ev-| 
because, as he wrote: “... my | erybody else (vou, yourself, not ex- 


office . . . does not enable me to 


cluded) that the office was worth 


live and raise and educate my) considerable and that I would be 


children.” 


enabled not only to live respect- 


Albert Lange was an important, ably from the proceeds from it, but 
personage i Terre Haute and to-| to save something for my family 


day, L SCHOOL of this city | 1 
commemorates his name. He was | anything for myself) and to lend а 


orn in uSSla, 


(for God knows, I care not to save 


ec. 16, 1801. He helping hand to a friend. In proof ' 


attended the University of Breslau | of this, I refer you to the general 
and graduated from Halle Univer- | expression at the time, and to an 
sity in Law. He was a liberal, poli- article in the JOURNAL wherein it 
tically—which was very bad just, was stated that the office was 
then in Germany—and was im-| Worth 3 to 5,000. Very well! I | 
prisoned, in Salesia, for six years. so d had; converted it into 
Mo "cash and, after paying my debts, 
When the political tenor of the started from ome wtih Nil ! 
country changed in 1830, he was dollars. The journey and the most: 


| pardoned; he immediately emi- necessary expenses for my estab- 


| grated to America. 1 
=f Rete Е 

| HE CAME to Terre Haute in 1836, 
iat a time when there were only! 
three or four families of Germans 
in the whole county. He »racticed 
law and lived in the little house on 
the south side of Ohio Street next 
,to the building of the Terre Haute 
branch of the State Bank, just 
| opposite the Court House Square. 
| He entered into the political life of 
| the city and, in 1841, was elected 
justice of the peace, and was re- 
elected in 1846. He became the 
master of Terre Haute Lodge No. 
19, F. & A. M. He was a great 
friend of Col. Richard Thompson 
and on July 18, 1849, Thompson 
secured for him an appointment by 
President Taylor, as consul to the 
port of Amsterdam in Holland. 
Lange assumed his duties and took |! 
charge of his post on Dec. 3, 1849. 
He resigned in May of 1850. 


American diplomats, consuls and | 
ambassadors were not paid 1 


much in those days as they are 
today. At a post, such as Lange 
received—which was an important 
shipping port—the consul was paid 
sometimes a salary; sometimes, 
an annual salary plus fees and, | 


cent of it and I now would be pen- 


ishment here have absorbed every ' | 


D 


niless if I had not asked and ob-! 


tained, from Samuel E. Earley, ay 
loan of 100 dollars. | 


"From information obtained of), 
Messrs. Wehlburk and Brinker, | | 
American brokers here, and from | 
the books of the office now in my 
hands, I find that during the last 
three years the office has not 
yielded over $800 per year and} 
that sum includes some of the 
most unjust and outrageous ! 
charges that no decent man would 
find it in his heart to make; 50’ 
that a man who wants to do what 
is right and deal justly and honor- 
ably, would not be able to make | 
the proceeds more than $600 per 
year. In 1840 and '41, the number : 
of American vessels that came to . 
this port averaged about 80 per, 
year. Last year only 18 came here | 
and this year 22. If you will ia 
ollect that the proceeds of the! 
consular office are in proportion 4 
to the number of vessels that enter | 
port, you will readily believe that | 
my estimate is a fair one. Messrs. 
Wehlberg and Brinker, American | 
agents here, fully confirm it. . . 
House rent is very high. 1 have to 


pay 600 guilders or $240 for oftice | 
rent and family residence. Fuel: 
and provisions are very high, 
especially meat, which is 12e 
American currency for beef, 
14e for veal and 16с for pork, 
per pound. Flour is 126 per 
pound. Vegetable and clothing are 
about the same as with us. Now, 


lif you will take a practical view 


of the situation, you will find I: 
cannot live here; it is entirely out 
of the question. I dare not send 
my children to school because I: 
dread to involve myself in debt’ 
and bring disgrace upon myself 
and, through me, upon the gov-; 
ernment which I represent. . . .| 
What can be done for this poor 
fellow? ... try to get me a better ' 
office ог... then I must re-i 


sign..." 

+ + + | 
LANGE DID RESIGN when, by: 
May 1, Thompson was unable to 
get him a better position. Lange: 
wrote to John M. Clayton, then 
secretary of state, that “... I have 
expended all the means I brought 
with те... the emoluments of 
this office are inadequate to the 
support of a family . . . I have al- 
ready tendered my resignation 
and, under a leave from our min- 
ister at The Hague . . . shall short-! 
ly return to the United States . . 
this Consular Office, administered 
strictly according to the laws and 
to consular instructions would, dur- 


| ing any of the last eight years, not 


have yielded more than 600 dollars; 
and, if more fees have been re- 
ported in the returns, it is either 
because overcharges have been! 
made or because fees have been 
charged and exacted for Consular 
services unknown to and not re- 
quired by law . . . the fees I have 
made in the last four months have 
been insufficient to pay my house 
rent and fire during the same 


time...so long as Congress, 
does not make an entire change! 


in the Conslar system, it would be 
injustice, knowingly, to subject any 


of our fellow-citizens td the disap- | 


pointment, trouble, fatigue and ex- 
pense consequent upon a long jour- 
ney to, and a short stay at, this 
place...” 


Albert Lange returned to Terre 
Haute and was elected county au- 


ditor the next year and served two 


consecutive terms. He served as 
clerk to the City Council and in 
1860 was electell state auditor. In 
1865 he was elected mayor of the 
city of Terre Haute. He was ap- 
pointed.to the School Board of the 


city in 1868 and was a member of | 


that board when he died on July 5, 


|| 1869. 


It is interesting to contemplate 
that the experiences of one of the 
old residents of Terre Haute had a 
part in causing Congress to make 
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